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Our Genealogy Club meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 2pm, in the Spring
Run Auditorium on the Lakes Campus. Be there at 1:30 for sign in. meeting
. others, and enjoying refreshments!

2026
Jan 20: Carolyn Bausinger - “Dressing for the 19th Century Photographer”
Feb 17: Sue Mueller—APCUG Genealogist in Erie, PA via Zoom
Mar 17: Lynn Miller Local Resources in or near Lancaster County
April 21: Open workshop with breakout sessions — Donna Backus, Bruce Thompson, Al
Fulvio, Jim Robinson
May 19: Sally Goodhart—Ways to get your family interested in genealogy

Watch for a survey -

% We want to know - What do you like about the

" programs? How can we help you research? Can
you share family names in case others can help

you? Lynn Miller, new Program Director, will
be asking for your input.....




HOW TO TACKLE A BRICK WALL

The Genealogical Proof Standard Board for Certified Genealogists®

a reasonably exhaustive search
complete and accurate source citations

analysis and correlation of the collected information
resolution of any conflicting evidence

a soundly reasoned, coherently written conclusion

Be a “Doubting Thomas”

Sooner or later everyone has a brick wall or two or three. Sometimes they just keep multiplying with

challenges that seem overwhelming and walls too high to climb.

What causes these walls to form in the first place?

Is it a common surname, an elusive maiden name, a missing record, a burned courthouse, the
missing 1890 census?

Are we too anxious to move on to the next generation without giving enough time to examine and

analyze each piece of information until it is wrung dry?

Alternative Sources to Research
After exhausting the obvious records, census, birth, death, etc., start researching alternative sources such

as:

Business records
Court records

Criminal records
Estate records including inventories

Fraternal organization records
State and local census records

Tax records
Voting records

And don’t forget relatives, friends, and associates. Research:

All known relatives
Baptismal sponsors

Business associates

Depositions

Executors of wills

Fellow passengers on immigration lists

Naturalization sponsors

Neighbors

Persons buried in same cemetery plot

Persons who purchased estate items (listed on inventories)

Brick Wall Tips:
e Never give up
Always stay optimistic
e Never say never
Always believe
e Never stop looking

Always investigate

o Never stop verifying information Source: Nancy L. Waters
Always cite your sources

/ / Harford County Public Library

e Never accept anything without verifying
Always verify Genealogy conference
e Never give up

BJP 1/10/2026



