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The New Archives Building

[2018] [2022] [2023]



" Federal Courthouse
Location .

Pennsylvania State Archives
1681 North Sixth Street
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3rd St
Broad St The State Museum of PA &
Market former Archives location

FREE PATRON PARKING! — Off street,
gated lot, street parking near the
building as well




Building FAQS

Land Purchased in 2016
Construction began May 2020
Completed July 2023

4 floors (including basement level)
Free Patron Parking

7 Storage Rooms
164,280 cu. ft. of storage
12ft. tall, mobile shelving units

54,000 individual shelves (180,000
linear ft.)

Stable 60°F, 39% RH




When You Arrive at the Archives

Sign in/Register at the Front Desk
Lock up belongings — includes coats, hats, bags, personal
belongings
* CAN bring your own notes, notepads, phone, writing
utensils into research area

L

Store lunch/beverages in the patron break area - 1 mn m

[

refrigerator, microwave and sink are available there
Discuss your research topic with the archivist stationed at
the front desk

Either use the PCs in the Public Access area to conduct
your research or enter the Original Records Room if the
records have not been digitized

If using original records, you will need to show photo ID
and fill out our registration form — you only need to fill out
the form if you are using original records




Public Access Area




Public Access Area — What’s New

Sixteen brand new computers for researchers to use, all have a large
touch-screen

Reference library consisting of books relative to Pennsylvania history
Self-service scanners where patrons can scan images from our library
No more microfilm! All of it has been digitized and is available for
viewing in the search room



Original Records Room
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Original Records Room — What's New

» Self-service scanners where patrons can scan our original documents
* No more paper page slips, requests are all digital, boxes are scanned to
the patron via container barcode and barcode scanners
 No more paper finding aids, patrons use new PCs to review and identify
collection items to be requested for paging — can do this both onsite
and in advance of a patron visit:
* Navigate to the item level of a container
* Click on the Request Button on the top banner of the screen
* Fill out form and submit your request, the archivist on duty will
contact a page to have your records pulled — will show an example



Two Types of Records Housed at the Archives

* Record Groups (RGs)
 Manuscript Groups (MGs)

Record Group 17 — Patent Book A4

Manuscript Group 404 —
Dick Thornburgh Papers
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Manuscript Group 48 — Fall Brook Coal and Railway Company Records



State Archives Main Webpage and Finding Aid

* State Archives Main Webpage ..,
* ARCH - State Archives Finding Aid ..,

A
ARCH

Archives Research Central Hub
ENEEREEER



https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Pages/default.aspx
https://gencat6.eloquent-systems.com/webcat/request/DoMenuRequest?SystemName=Pennsylvania+State+Archives&UserName=archives+public&Password=&TemplateProcessID=6000_3355&bCachable=1&MenuName=Online+Catalog

State Hospital Records

Currently our most popular remote patron requested search
Research requests for patient records will only be processed if the
patient has been deceased for at least 50 years or if a record is a
least 75 years old

List of hospitals available for research:

e Allentown State Hospital

_  Mayview State Hospital
e Clarks Summit State Hospital

* Norristown State Hospital

. Df'anville State Hospijcal * Philadelphia State Hospital
 Dixmont State Hospital * Retreat State Hospital
e Eastern State School and Hospital  Somerset State Hospital

. Farvi.ew State Hospital_  Torrance State Hospital
* Harrisburg State Hospital « Warren State Hospital

) Havgrford State Hospital . * Wernersville State Hospital
* Hollidaysburg State Hospital «  Woodbville State Hospital
 Marcy State Hospital



Vital Statistics Records

: = R PR T e e e e 094080 70
Birth Certificates, 1906-1918 (1906-1914 on Ancestry) RO e a4
. o [T DEATH Y b. Cit ough ms addrcss, R.D., or Box Number
Death Certificates, 1906-1973 (1906-1970 on Ancestry) ke /T . zo??fUT,':’? i
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b. (Mid: Laso) 7
Eim, MULToN & MeFAPPEN 13 "5 /47 /5
T ek <. Did feceased live in a township?
DEGERSED & State [{ deceased lived in /V:JI/LX township.

DN deendl ed within actual limits of city or borough.

ACTUALLY

(post-1973) — PA Department of Vital Records (link)
Birth and Death records for Pennsylvania counties back R s——
. o, . . . _ M \A/ mnowsol:[ oivorceo [] ﬂL)/ 2 /?"‘,'Vry ey T
to 1852 are digitized and available at the State Archives ; TR I T T &[{# =
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and a.Iso on FamilySearch _ ; LW LLiam o Ma FA PVH/ MAREARET /§ /%/vem,w Fa9 L
Marriage records from 1885-1889 can be viewed on W7 /\ e L S T E Ty A
N N i '.:u:;;ﬁzs CAUSE (8) ; 4
A n C e St ry '—}\\\ \ Conditions, if any, which DUE TO (b)
* Marriage licenses have been issued by the counties ; R d., - ...,.Mu —
. ()?,—e fc(u.) /”V"‘mm(.uxé/(,ﬂ/*trf(/ o Z
since 1885, contact the courthouse for a search, ‘ B
the Archives cannot search them : B e Mo,m%jw e
* Marriage records for some Pennsylvania counties : %:/7/5”74” “‘J‘@ — ”:“ic,"(c:":, ’/*f/’f’
g y B ,,,E / 2f %l/{m/ {W/oz% ; TER T
can be found onsite in our county records...

RG-11, Department of Health, Death Certificate


https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/programs/vital-records

County and Municipal Records

Records from all 67 counties
Amount and type of records available differ from county to county
Roughly 20,000 digitized rolls = NO MORE MICROFILM
Also selected original records acquired from the counties (i
The Archives does not search county records, patrons need to be
onsite to view them
e LDS did a lot of microfilming of our county records in the 1970s
and 1980s
* The Archives had a security microfilm project in the 1990s for
municipal records
FamilySearch has a some of our county records online iy


https://gencat.eloquent-systems.com/pennsylvania-state-archives/permalink.html?key=class744
https://www.familysearch.org/en/united-states/

Land Records (iink

Maps (iink)

Land Records and Maps

Land Office files
* Applications -> Warrants -> Surveys
-> Return of Survey -> Patents
* Related land correspondence and
files
Deed Books in the County Records

Land Office Map Collection
Warrantee Township Maps "
County Maps w;”m% 2 Z‘g{,ﬂ:%
Fowler Birdseye Maps %;:ﬁj :i;;;%‘;‘ =
Melish-Whiteside Maps et
Connected Drafts

Canal Maps

USGS Topographic Maps
State Highway Maps

1855 Erie County Map

— £

Jane Campbell Patent


https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Land-Records-Overview.aspx
https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Maps.aspx

Immigration and Naturalization

* Ships Lists of German Passengers, 1727-1806 (link)
* Naturalization Lists of the Supreme Court and Courts of Nisi Prius, 1740-1773
* Supreme Court of Pennsylvania Naturalization Records, 1794-1906

* County Court Naturalizations

TO THE HONORABLE THE JUDGES
OF THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF TEE COUNTY 0!

At a Court holden in and for \uul luunlr/ % 2/‘ , uy ,.:/ é/?—

A._D. 187%, the petition of .l native of

.///r////é ce o rastee :;/%é/z/ %/»/94//11 Cuntyiof
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CP D7 < , and State Iruu(( vania, respectfully showeth that

7 %lmu . ul/uw/ in the United States of America, Iu w ,{ At the port of
’/ in the Stute of % on or about

the / day of O2Cercclry— 4 D18 \f,un:l'flml in pursuance of

an Act of Congress entitled " An Act to establish an uniform rule of naturalization,”
made a declaratton of his intentign to become a_citizen of thg United States, con-
formably to said, Act, /,,,w the /% P #/1’//1 / PO —
Cocely {\Sc LT e Lo < e ‘Coremtyy in the State of

e o wyonthe. €T _day of s //? —— ,4.D.158%

Ttde c,?‘/a cadc

; that he has resided within theiimits

and jurisdiction of the United States for five years last past, and for one year last
past within the State of Pennsylvania; that he has never borne any hereditary title,
or been of any of the orders of nobility in Pz et ree g , from whence
he came. He therefore prays that he may become a citizen of the United States, and
he will ever pray, &e

Witness ; \ Aaih ,Ji LA S0l x

COMMONWEALTE OF PENNSYLVANIA,
#=Sze - COUNTY, SS:

- S H 7
We, e //(({/é—a , citizens of the
United States, being duly stoorn acg :»llmgwr_ do depose and say that we are

well acquainted with < 27r; < , the above named
petitioner, and that to our knowledge and belief he has resided within the limits of
the United States for five years last past, and for one year last past within the limits
of the State of Pennsylvania; that during the same period he has behaved himself as
@ man of good moral character, attached tothe principles of the Constitution of the
United States, and well disposed to the good order and happiness of the same.

Sworn and subscribed in open Court this

22% 4oy of Al — 4. 1;.) il s /\//41///"
187% 7%
2L Heats

Prothonotary. )

Record Group 47 — County Governments
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Record Group 26 — Dept. of State

To the the Justices of the Court of F ylvania,

2 A
/‘Ebc arlttlflﬂll of .///,(//'1/ wirin e e Ad/r I S

A Native of r clvse ol

m.,.um.n./ Sheseth:

/1 at ho declarod on outh bofoge ghe Prothonotary of said Court, on the ./ / a.y of
(//un A20)  AD. /P//‘.m had areived in the port of hp e g Fyr
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Record Group 33 — Supreme Court of PA


https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Naturalization-Immigration.aspx

Photographs/Graphics

MG-145: Daniel H. Hastings Papers

* Linda Ries Photograph
Guide, 1993 (ink)

* Full gamut of image
types

* Postcards and posters
and online via PA Power
Library

RG-39: Records of the PA Game Commission RG-20: Department of General Services


https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Collection-Highlights.aspx

Scanning/Use Fees

The Archives has purchased all new, state-of-the-art scanning equipment, including an oversized METIS scanner
that is capable of scanning oversized items of any length

We generally cannot do day-of scan orders, patrons would have to place an order and then have it sent to them
after their visit

We have our schedule of scanning fees and also use fees posted online (link)

Patron self-service scanners are also available for scanning images out of bound volumes or records pulled for
patron use

Fragile documents, in terms of scanning, are at the discretion of the head of the reference section



https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Visit/Pages/Fees.aspx

Military Records

* Records related to all major US conflicts, PA National Guard, veteran’s
burial cards, some pension records (link)

NumBER 235242

Read instructions and then type or print answers to the following questions striking out words that do not apply. Numerals
1

- IR . - . in refer to n the instructions.
- NAME (Last) (First) (Initia) 142 PHILADELPHIA COUNTY s COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 5 Ju Paerard vgg (Flac x 5
y, 2 o : . . ) Commonwealth of Pennsylvania b COUNTY OF /ngr CEF ) amn»:fd widow f PAniz! 7 PALA’A,,}
ISTER-IN of Caplain 3 roler Gompan e /27 cimen) Brigade,) of Leveites Cocere olunteers, s . b
s sTLIL‘It li?’ih koo pn ;AN\.MW I: : Tnited St m' “m/‘/ = o r)' s Z frm . s Department of Military Affairs ‘ being duly sworn, deposes and says: kzmp, the veteran named in the following descriptive information; Fserved in the military
Colonel <allnd it the servics of dhe United States y o Cescolere ' T
B R e e | e ey RABENSTEIN OSEPH Lo . - S or naval forces of the United States trom 4 pi=r/ 287098 0 H00. /1" /85 . 1 claim votoran's compensation
Wy ey 77 =% 2 BECR\SA Sap ) 5. (e toom . SERIAL NO. DATE OF BIRTH DATE OF DEATH as authorized by Act No. 53, approved January 5, 1934;Héwas a resident of Pennsylvania at time of entry into service; I
- . . make this claim with full knowledge of the penalty for making a false statement relative to a material fact concerning this
‘ - 17 478 941 Apr. %. 1012 Mar. 17. 1043 R ¢laim and the answers to the following questions andpdencrlnuvn ;nrormnllon are true:
d VETERAN OF DATES OF SERVICE . SERVED IN (2) PACKAI—[;{ LPAmizl Prescot Wh, 1=
. Army CNavy Dhéanne O FAu' (Last name) PR (First lsn;’mldnlk name) P a/’ merm/ nun;}) @(wm or colored)
v . . wARfy ¢ ~ - orps orce (3) Legal residence at entry into service & ENANGO 5‘0#1/ i, MEFCE +
; WaWa1l 2/8/42-3/32/45 & J . ) # P e i b o o] et
- P 2 AL I < M A o st ORGANIZATION (S) B RANK
s .

Present restdence: (DB E ABE d

. | . R - (Street and number, City, County and State)
Coa L_?Qummwwuwgﬁant Enlisted, commissioned ostadeeted in Bd; ANC; MA: NG; ERP; Nyl NEF; M%; @XT; Pa. Vols; US ¥oms: at
NAME "

CEMETERY ibzenuslle, Mu-c’»po Pa_.on 4pH./ 28" 18298

- OR ] On active duty in Nnv) or in Reserve rmm
Z = $)
< PLACE OF [LOCATIO (City or Town) (Township or Borough) g, ‘ /a; A (pg<b 16

Place and date of birth A=Y feﬁmy:llé FA DEcem ls;-

flzu/{,/.»/-‘. A ECAR R

e - - - INTERMENT Easton Rd. and City Line HMte C P Names and addresses of depenaenu Wite (tull name) Suli_B. Packard 25 Chambgrs Ave
S MEIT o | 0.3l bs = LOCATION OF GRAVE (N CEMETERY HEADSTONE &R MONUMENT Minor cttiaren /o v bEENVIIE, Fa
i 2 : Secion 12 Rese 18 () Govemment [ County 3 Family Mother (full name) C's)es'/m Cotow Packnrd) Deceasel).
— - ection Range o : . Fatver LA NG ] B, PacKknr) PECEHSE A
z — . - lNFORMAT!d‘hnGIVEN = 4 TS 9) Service in o anizations, at stations or on vesscln in the order named as follows: 5
R = . REGISTRAR OF VETERANS' GRAVES ' : G A, 137 isf Pa. Vol AV AP" 2801879 © ovn” 278
LR 5 F \ : trom to
i s 5 Date: . trom to
| 2 A = = v . . . (10) Grades or ratings with dates of appointments or promotions: EI'N"/ 4‘/“‘1'/. v Ady. dates UN K IawlY
| E = ‘ : s After being Recorded in the County Veterans' Grave Registration Record this cardis to be sent P R /"D NE d
{ - -H s N P THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, Harisburg, Pennsylvania for ,"ml Record. (12) Wounds or other injurles recefved with dates: bonve
: ~fh s 5 — T 15.34 VETERAN'S BURIAL PLACE ‘RECORD (13) Served overseas from e to
s " . . - - ] (1) Honorably dtscharged on Loy 4" /P98 o Camp Mendz, 7
y: e e \ (15) Did you ever apply for or recelve a bonus or veteran’s compensation from any other State? #o
S N (16)  Did you ever refuse on consclentious, political or other grounds to perform full military duty or to render unqualified
z ; §

service? ire

Subscribed and sworn to before me this __JA#A/ _ day

: , = A{‘ ety 0 : ot . MAre h L2 S “KW /Zgl/rja/(/&quéé
K52 B 2T '. ¢ - %/‘A e ) uﬁFFMllu;(;‘:)"mw' p::‘;nnl)

b1t . HH : 751 e sdministegte/onth) d

e Record Group 19: Military and Veterans Affairs e S A< A A ——— i
g T : - 2 19 1, Jolai P A , do hereby certify that I am \r‘JuLuu I‘. !I
& PR = 2 1 Irans QO NO™YH Pemoe iityies w a s (Title of officer
- - - - - - 'r Db A ; that _. 1179 BT wemard applying lur Veteran's

and position) U Je Te Ve (Name of applicant)

e : Compensation is known to me to be the named in the gpplication; that fihe is mentally competent; that the signa-
§ o o 0 = ture of the affidavit is the signature of the applicant.

—
% Signature and impression ¥ / )
! 3 o of seal or stamp indicat- )
s < ing office or position held S s A

. - - - - Read Instructions g) before signing.
- E (1)
2 _‘ . (1) Computed by’

(1) Checked and approved by



https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Research-Guides.aspx

Numerous collections
related to labor and
industry in Pennsylvania
PRR by far the largest
Collections relative to
specific industrial firms
Coal Miner’s page (iink)
PA Dept. of Labor and
Industry and additional
industry-related series in
various collections
Molly Maguires pardon
documents

Industrial and Labor

MG-273: Charles H. Burg Photographs

T T e e T T

MG-218: General Photograph Collection, Robesonia Iron Company Employees



https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Coal-Miner-Records.aspx

Prison Records

Allegheny Count Workhouse

Eastern State Penitentiary

Pennsylvania Industrial Reformatory at Huntingdon
Western State Penitentiary (link)

- T — e
Height, lm_éQLé:[ Head, length | w ( Gircle, £ Oloest Age, S years
% -
Eng. Hght, éj%jé/'“— ' width - Periph. Zg{&L
Outs, A, (1m &2 |Cheek, = flece gt
[ Trunk, 549 length & pecmpém{{é;“ //}Z'i?f
Curv., o 2 width S it

REMARKS RELATIVE
TO MEASUREMENTS

DCRIPTIVE

Incl.—/g'w Leatabidda E:S Rldge_l&// i Border, /éﬁ Gomplexion,_~ (Iﬁ/ //' /r/
g “ghtu&éff& o ? flage 2V 72— Loy Hoot/(é/’é “( Lohe:g "7’ Mous. /4/‘5(7 Beard, 7)%
£ Width %; é § DIMFENSIONS. .
‘E ’ Zz\  Length Projection Breadih | Teeth, 7 L éz —| Weight, / 52 L&
']
Pecul. < | 7/4@4( Weenl 272 ’ae/(fp, TRy _| Buid, Vocenl SHpt
¥\ ve TL fmeiteal ohin, 22 e, SrA S PrBete
Measured at o1 4
Basiorn Stats Potoaiay, 3 Date, /2L [ £ 77 /. A RO
PHILADELPHIA ( By............ 000 /72 WL G Arn

LIBRARY BUREAU C3010



https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Prison-Records.aspx

Remote Research Requests

* Online record order forms .y

» Reference Requests: $20.00 per name or indexed
record(s) searched

* We will NOT search county records or non-indexed
records

* Have a new point-of-sale service that makes online
and in-person payment by credit card much easier

* 6-8 weeks for completion of orders


https://www.pa.gov/agencies/phmc/pa-state-archives/pennsylvania-state-archives-forms

Open Access — new online way to utilize our
digital collections

All-In-One Digital
Repository
. Digital Record Center

. Digital Archives
Repository

Replaces PA Power
Library and
eventually other
online collection
access points

Expand public
access to our Digital
Collections

A portion is now uF
and running, mostly
the collections that
used to be on PA
Power Library

= | DIGITAL COLLECTIONS

All Collections

Q  Search record e.g. "Jefferson County,..."

Browse collections

Government

Collections

Search full text

HOME ABOUT

Non-government
Collections

CATALOG LOGIN




Archives’ Online Resources

* Archives’ Website
* ARCH

* Open Access

* Legacy Pages i

* Ancestry

* AncestryPA.com g
* Family Search


https://www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/rg/di/r17-114CopiedSurveyBooks/r17-114MainInterfacePage.htm
https://www.ancestryinstitution.com/
https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Ancestry-PA.aspx
https://www.familysearch.org/en/united-states/

Questions?
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