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Location

Pennsylvania State Archives

1681 North Sixth Street

Harrisburg, PA 17102

FREE PATRON PARKING! – Off street, 
gated lot, street parking near the 
building as well



Building FAQs

• Land Purchased in 2016

• Construction began May 2020

• Completed July 2023

• 4 floors (including basement level)

• Free Patron Parking
              ________________

• 7 Storage Rooms

• 164,280 cu. ft. of storage 

• 12ft. tall, mobile shelving units

• 54,000 individual shelves (180,000 
linear ft.)

• Stable 60°F, 39% RH



When You Arrive at the Archives
• Sign in/Register at the Front Desk
• Lock up belongings – includes coats, hats, bags, personal 

belongings
• CAN bring your own notes, notepads, phone, writing 

utensils into research area
• Store lunch/beverages in the patron break area - 

refrigerator, microwave and sink are available there
• Discuss your research topic with the archivist stationed at 

the front desk
• Either use the PCs in the Public Access area to conduct 

your research or enter the Original Records Room if the 
records have not been digitized

• If using original records, you will need to show photo ID 
and fill out our registration form – you only need to fill out 
the form if you are using original records



Public Access Area



Public Access Area – What’s New

• Sixteen brand new computers for researchers to use, all have a large 
touch-screen

• Reference library consisting of books relative to Pennsylvania history
• Self-service scanners where patrons can scan images from our library
• No more microfilm! All of it has been digitized and is available for 

viewing in the search room



Original Records Room



Original Records Room – What’s New

• Self-service scanners where patrons can scan our original documents
• No more paper page slips, requests are all digital, boxes are scanned to 

the patron via container barcode and barcode scanners
• No more paper finding aids, patrons use new PCs to review and identify 

collection items to be requested for paging – can do this both onsite 
and in advance of a patron visit:
• Navigate to the item level of a container
• Click on the Request Button on the top banner of the screen
• Fill out form and submit your request, the archivist on duty will 

contact a page to have your records pulled – will show an example



Two Types of Records Housed at the Archives

• Record Groups (RGs)
• Manuscript Groups (MGs)

Record Group 17 – Patent Book A4

Manuscript Group 404 – 
Dick Thornburgh Papers

Manuscript Group 48 – Fall Brook Coal and Railway Company Records



State Archives Main Webpage and Finding Aid

• State Archives Main Webpage (link)

• ARCH – State Archives Finding Aid (link)

https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Pages/default.aspx
https://gencat6.eloquent-systems.com/webcat/request/DoMenuRequest?SystemName=Pennsylvania+State+Archives&UserName=archives+public&Password=&TemplateProcessID=6000_3355&bCachable=1&MenuName=Online+Catalog


State Hospital Records
• Currently our most popular remote patron requested search
• Research requests for patient records will only be processed if the 

patient has been deceased for at least 50 years or if a record is a 
least 75 years old

• List of hospitals available for research:

• Allentown State Hospital
• Clarks Summit State Hospital
• Danville State Hospital
• Dixmont State Hospital
• Eastern State School and Hospital
• Farview State Hospital
• Harrisburg State Hospital
• Haverford State Hospital
• Hollidaysburg State Hospital
• Marcy State Hospital

• Mayview State Hospital
• Norristown State Hospital
• Philadelphia State Hospital
• Retreat State Hospital
• Somerset State Hospital
• Torrance State Hospital
• Warren State Hospital
• Wernersville State Hospital
• Woodville State Hospital



Vital Statistics Records

• Birth Certificates, 1906-1918 (1906-1914 on Ancestry)
• Death Certificates, 1906-1973 (1906-1970 on Ancestry)

• All other birth (post-1918) or death certificates 
(post-1973) – PA Department of Vital Records (link)

• Birth and Death records for Pennsylvania counties back 
to 1852 are digitized and available at the State Archives 
and also on FamilySearch

• Marriage records from 1885-1889 can be viewed on 
Ancestry
• Marriage licenses have been issued by the counties 

since 1885, contact the courthouse for a search, 
the Archives cannot search them

• Marriage records for some Pennsylvania counties 
can be found onsite in our county records…

RG-11, Department of Health, Death Certificate

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/programs/vital-records


County and Municipal Records

• Records from all 67 counties
• Amount and type of records available differ from county to county
• Roughly 20,000 digitized rolls – NO MORE MICROFILM
• Also selected original records acquired from the counties (link)

• The Archives does not search county records, patrons need to be 
onsite to view them
• LDS did a lot of microfilming of our county records in the 1970s 

and 1980s
• The Archives had a security microfilm project in the 1990s for 

municipal records
• FamilySearch has a some of our county records online (link)

https://gencat.eloquent-systems.com/pennsylvania-state-archives/permalink.html?key=class744
https://www.familysearch.org/en/united-states/


Land Records and Maps
• Land Records (link) 

• Land Office files
• Applications -> Warrants -> Surveys  

-> Return of Survey -> Patents
• Related land correspondence and 

files
• Deed Books in the County Records

• Maps (link)

• Land Office Map Collection
• Warrantee Township Maps
• County Maps
• Fowler Birdseye Maps
• Melish-Whiteside Maps
• Connected Drafts
• Canal Maps
• USGS Topographic Maps
• State Highway Maps

1855 Erie County Map

Jane Campbell Patent

https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Land-Records-Overview.aspx
https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Maps.aspx


Immigration and Naturalization
• Ships Lists of German Passengers, 1727-1806 (link)

• Naturalization Lists of the Supreme Court and Courts of Nisi Prius, 1740-1773
• Supreme Court of Pennsylvania Naturalization Records, 1794-1906
• County Court Naturalizations

Record Group 47 – County Governments Record Group 26 – Dept. of State Record Group 33 – Supreme Court of PA

https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Naturalization-Immigration.aspx


Photographs/Graphics

MG-219: Philadelphia Commercial Museum Collection MG-152: S. Emerson Bolton Collection MG-145: Daniel H. Hastings Papers

RG-39: Records of the PA Game Commission RG-20: Department of General Services

• Linda Ries Photograph 
Guide, 1993 (link)

• Full gamut of image 
types

• Postcards and posters 
and online via PA Power 
Library

https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Collection-Highlights.aspx


Scanning/Use Fees
• The Archives has purchased all new, state-of-the-art scanning equipment, including an oversized METIS scanner 

that is capable of scanning oversized items of any length
• We generally cannot do day-of scan orders, patrons would have to place an order and then have it sent to them 

after their visit
• We have our schedule of scanning fees and also use fees posted online (link)
• Patron self-service scanners are also available for scanning images out of bound volumes or records pulled for 

patron use
• Fragile documents, in terms of scanning, are at the discretion of the head of the reference section

https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Visit/Pages/Fees.aspx


Military Records
• Records related to all major US conflicts, PA National Guard, veteran’s 

burial cards, some pension records (link)

Record Group 19: Military and Veterans Affairs

https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Research-Guides.aspx


Industrial and Labor

• Numerous collections 
related to labor and 
industry in Pennsylvania

• PRR by far the largest
• Collections relative to 

specific industrial firms
• Coal Miner’s page (link)

• PA Dept. of Labor and 
Industry and additional 
industry-related series in 
various collections

• Molly Maguires pardon 
documents

MG-273: Charles H. Burg Photographs

MG-218: General Photograph Collection, Robesonia Iron Company Employees 

https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Coal-Miner-Records.aspx


Prison Records

• Allegheny Count Workhouse
• Eastern State Penitentiary
• Pennsylvania Industrial Reformatory at Huntingdon
• Western State Penitentiary (link)

https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Prison-Records.aspx


Remote Research Requests

• Online record order forms (link)

• Reference Requests: $20.00 per name or indexed 
record(s) searched

• We will NOT search county records or non-indexed 
records

• Have a new point-of-sale service that makes online 
and in-person payment by credit card much easier

• 6-8 weeks for completion of orders

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/phmc/pa-state-archives/pennsylvania-state-archives-forms


Open Access – new online way to utilize our 
digital collections

• All-In-One Digital 
Repository

• Digital Record Center

• Digital Archives 
Repository

• Replaces PA Power 
Library  and 
eventually other 
online collection 
access points

• Expand public 
access to our Digital 
Collections

• A portion is now up 
and running, mostly 
the collections that 
used to be on PA 
Power Library



Archives’ Online Resources

• Archives’ Website
• ARCH
• Open Access
• Legacy Pages (link)

• Ancestry (link)

• AncestryPA.com (link)

• Family Search (link) 

https://www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/rg/di/r17-114CopiedSurveyBooks/r17-114MainInterfacePage.htm
https://www.ancestryinstitution.com/
https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/Ancestry-PA.aspx
https://www.familysearch.org/en/united-states/


Questions?
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