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Brick Wall? 
Something’s Not Right? 



Retrace Carefully



The biggest lie I tell myself is...  

" I don't have to write that down,  
I'll remember it.”



Select  Your Desktop Genealogy Software
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APPLE (Mac iPad iPhone) ONLY

FREE
Mac ONLY



Begin With Yourself

Find the Vital Records



Jane Doe
7 3

19th OctoberAnthony Marie
1921 1:00 am
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Store in a Folder for Yourself

ME



and Parents, Grandparents, etc

ME Dad
Grandpa
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Enter Data into Your Genealogy Program



Enter Data into Your Genealogy Program

And/or Handout Charts 







CITE YOUR SOURCES

Certificate: source (Church, government, etc.) date, 
contact; where found, when 

Person: who, when, circumstance

Internet: site, date, posted by
Magazine: title, date, article, author, page; where found, 

when
Newspaper: title, date, article title, author, page; where 

found, when

Book: author, title, date, page; where, when



Select an Online Tree Site





Try to Use Original Sources

Many Records Are Transcribed



Keep Research Notes/Log



FOCUS

First Immigrant Ancestor

Family Legacy

Health Issue

Family Military History

DAR, SAR, Mayflower, etc. Membership
Famous Ancestor

How Far ?

Adopted or Orphaned?

“Lost” Relative

Published Memoir
Other



Don’t Include Step Ancestors



Mary AldenJohn Jones

Tommy Jones (Harlow)

(John Harlow)
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